
Politics 
 
 
Selbstdisziplin He published a study on self-restraint and self-control. 

Gesetzesvorlage The bill becomes law if the Governor signs it. 

Außenminister In the UK he is called Foreign Minister, in the US his 
title is Secretary of State. 

Innenminister Jacqui Smith, a British Labour politician, was the first 
female Home Secretary of the UK. 

Wahlbezirk He hoped that his father’s influence in the 
constituency would help him. 

zanken, streiten The chancellor has invited her bickering coalition 
partners to a summit. 

stimmen für, wählen 56% of women voted for Mr Obama. 

Volksabstimmung, 
Referendum 

The referendum result clearly showed that the Irish 
rejected the Lisbon Treaty. 

Berater The Prime Minister’s aides called the initiative the key 
plank of the government’s policy on immigration. 

Service-Personal. 
Bedienungen 

I seem to recall reading that the majority of the White 
House waitstaff were black. 

umfassende Sammlung The museum exhibits a comprehensive collection of 
the politician’s personal possessions. 

sich völlig verändern After the election the politician changed beyond 
recognition. 

Rathaus In nearby Schöneberg Town Hall J.F. Kennedy 
delivered his famous speech. 

Entwicklungsländer 
Millions of residents of developing nations / 
underdeveloped countries / Third World countries 
die every year from preventable or treatable diseases. 

ausweichen, etwas 
umgehen Tips on how to evade the police. 

britisches Unterhaus The House of Commons is one of the Houses of 
British Parliament. 

Versuchung, Verlockung There is a temptation to blame the government for 
every problem we have. 

in Betracht ziehen, erwägen You should weigh the risks and contemplate various 
options. 

gehalten werden für The new republic is perceived as a corrupt state. 

Verabredung,Termin The President needed to get to his next appointment. 

hochentwickelte Länder, 
Industrienationen 

The survey measures child poverty across 
industrialized nations / developed nations / First 
World nations. 

Außenpolitik / Innenpolitik The Head of State showed a big interest in Foreign 
Policy and Domestic Policy. 

Planwirtschaft 
A planned economy is a system in which decisions 
are made by economic planners who determine what 
goods and services to produce. 

jemandem etwas hoch 
anrechnen 

The mayor was credited for the drop of violence in his 
town. 

Nähe Many politicians are seduced by the proximity to 
power and influence. 

verschwenden, 
verschleudern 

No individual, group or society has the right to 
squander resources. 

Rechtsruck The election resulted in a shift to the right. 



(ver-)locken  Bankers say they were lured into investing before the 
full extent of the crisis was known.  

Wahllokal About 100 voters staged a sit-in at the polling station 
before casting their vote. 

wankelmütig, unzuverlässig The survey showed that a high percentage of voters 
were very volatile. 

Oberhaus-Mitglieder Hundreds of peers are hereditary peers, others are 
appointed. 

Wohlergehen, Reichtum We believe in human rights and peace through 
prosperity and progress. 

verdammt sein / verurteilt 
sein zu etwas The politician’s tactics were doomed to fail this time. 

Premierminister Several Prime Ministers graduated from a British elite 
University. 

britisches Oberhaus The House of Lords is the upper chamber of the 
Houses of Parliament. 

freie Marktwirtschaft Free enterprise is governed by the laws of supply and 
demand. 

spärlich, dürftig ↔ im 
Überfluss vorhanden “Scarce“ is the opposite of “abundant“. 

Parlamentsmitglied, 
Abgeordneter 

The table below lists all current Members of 
Parliament (MP). 

Ausnahme(regelungen) The new law prohibits smoking in public places, but 
provides a handful of exemptions. 

Entwicklungshilfe 
The country’s economic progress was attributed to the 
high amount of development aid  / foreign aid it 
received. 

Unterernährung If the body’s store of nutrients is depleted, malnutrition 
begins to develop. 

Hungern, Verhungern Over four million Africans face famine and starvation. 

Wahlkampf In an election campaign we hear about the 
candidate’s position on taxes, education, health etc. 

Hinterlassenschaft , 
Vermächtnis, Erbteil 

We should consider what global legacy we leave for 
future generations. 

herablassend The new President can’t afford to be condescending 
and arrogant. 

wohlhabend People in industrialized countries usually are 
comfortably off / well-off. 

 


